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Holy Spirit
CATECHESIS on the

CHAPTER THREE: I Believe in the Holy Spirit
(Taken from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church)

136
What does the Church mean when she confesses:
 “I believe in the Holy Spirit”? 

To believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess faith 
in the Third Person of the Most Holy Trinity 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son 
and “is worshipped and glorified with the 
Father and the Son”. The Spirit is “sent into 
our hearts” (Galatians 4:6) so that we might 
receive new life as sons of God.

Why are the missions of the Son 
and the Holy Spirit inseparable?

In the indivisible Trinity, the Son and the Spirit are 
distinct but inseparable. From the very beginning 

until the end of time, when the Father sends his 
Son he also sends his Spirit who unites us to Christ 

in faith so that as adopted sons we can call God 
“Father” (Romans 8:15). The Spirit is invisible but 

we know him through his actions, when he reveals 
the Word to us and when he acts in the Church.
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138CATECHESIS on the
What are the names of the Holy Spirit?

“The Holy Spirit” is the proper name of the third 
Person of the Most Holy Trinity. Jesus also called 
him the Paraclete (Consoler or Advocate) and the 
Spirit of Truth. The New Testament also refers to 
him as the Spirit of Christ, of the Lord, of God - 
the Spirit of Glory and the Spirit of the Promise.

What symbols are used 
to represent the Holy Spirit?

There are many symbols of the Holy Spirit: 
living water which springs from the wounded 
Heart of Christ and which quenches the thirst 

of the baptized; anointing with oil, which 
is the sacramental sign of Confirmation; 

fire which transforms what it touches; the 
cloud, dark or luminous, in which the divine 

glory is revealed; the imposition of hands 
by which the Holy Spirit is given; the dove 

which descended on Christ at his baptism and 
remained with him.

What does it mean that the Spirit 
“has spoken through the prophets”?

The term “prophets” means those who 
were inspired by the Holy Spirit to speak 
in the name of God. The Spirit brings the 
prophecies of the Old Testament to their 
complete fulfillment in Christ whose 
mystery he reveals in the New Testament.
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What did the Holy Spirit accomplish 
in John the Baptist?

The Spirit filled John the Baptist, who was the 
last prophet of the Old Testament. Under his 
inspiration John was sent to “prepare for the 
Lord a people well disposed” (Luke 1:17). He was 
to proclaim the coming of Christ, the Son of God, 
upon whom he saw the Spirit descend and remain, 
the one who “baptizes with the Spirit” (John 1:33).

What is the work of the Spirit in Mary?

The Holy Spirit brought to fulfillment in Mary all the 
waiting and the preparation of the Old Testament 

for the coming of Christ. In a singular way he filled 
her with grace and made her virginity fruitful so that 
she could give birth to the Son of God made flesh. He 

made her the Mother of the “whole Christ”, that is, 
of Jesus the Head and of the Church his body. Mary 

was present with the twelve on the day of Pentecost 
when the Holy Spirit inaugurated the “last days” 

with the manifestation of the Church.

What is the relationship between the Spirit and 
Christ Jesus in his earthly mission?

Beginning with his Incarnation, the Son of God 
was consecrated in his humanity as the Messiah 
by means of the anointing of the Spirit. He 
revealed the Spirit in his teaching, fulfilled the 
promises made to the Fathers, and bestowed 
him upon the Church at its birth when he 
breathed on the apostles after the Resurrection.
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How do Christ and his Spirit act in the hearts of 
the faithful?

Christ communicates his Spirit and the grace of 
God through the sacraments to all the members 
of the Church, who thus bear the fruits of the 
new life of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is also the 
Master of prayer.

What happened at Pentecost?

Fifty days after the Resurrection at Pentecost 
the glorified Jesus Christ poured out the Spirit 
in abundance and revealed him as a divine 
Person so that the Holy Trinity was fully 
manifest. The mission of Christ and of the Spirit 
became the mission of the Church which is 
sent to proclaim and spread the mystery of the 
communion of the Holy Trinity.

 “We have seen the true Light, we have received 
the heavenly Spirit, we have found the true faith: 
we adore the indivisible Trinity, who has saved 
us.”    - Byzantine Liturgy, Troparion of Vespers of Pentecost

What does the Spirit do in the Church?

The Spirit builds, animates and sanctifies the 
Church. As the Spirit of Love, he restores to the 

baptized the divine likeness that was lost through 
sin and causes them to live in Christ the very life 
of the Holy Trinity. He sends them forth to bear 
witness to the Truth of Christ and he organizes 

them in their respective functions so that all might 
bear “the fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22).
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PLEASED TO MAKE NEW IN HOLY BAPTISM
Reflections and Prayer on the 5th Sunday of Easter

Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Do not 
let your hearts be 

troubled. You have faith 
in God; have faith also 
in me. In my Father’s 

house there are many dwelling places. If there 
were not, would I have told you that I am 
going to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
again and take you to myself, so that where I 
am you also may be. Where [I] am going you 
know the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master, 
we do not know where you are going; how can 
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. If you know 

me, then you will also know my Father. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, 
and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you for so long a time 
and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on 
my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing 
his works. Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me, or else, believe because 
of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to 
you, whoever believes in me will do the works 
that I do, and will do greater ones than these, 
because I am going to the Father.

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  “Through faith 
we believe in God and in what he has revealed. 
The merit of faith consists in our believing in 
the religious truths without having seen them. 
In fact, we never saw God. We never saw Jesus 
Christ. We do not see the work of grace in the 
sacraments. For instance, in the Eucharist we 
only see the species of bread and wine. And yet, 
we are sure that God exists, that Jesus Christ 
came into this world, that grace works through 
the sacraments, and that Jesus is present under 
the species of bread and wine.” (St. Hannibal 
Mary Di Francia, “The Father’s Soul,” p. 38)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:   O Lord Jesus, 
deign to send the omnipotent breath of holy 
vocation into the heart of many young people, 

spiritually open to the power of your grace; you 
have called Matthew from tax collector’s booth, 
and Peter, Andrew, James and John from their 
nets. O Lord Jesus, you are infinitely loving and 
provident; deign to give the appropriate means 
of good success to all those whom you call, so 
that they may correspond to their holy vocation, 
and become the true salt of the earth and the 
light of the world... Amen.  (St. Hannibal Mary Di 
Francia)

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:  For a week, set aside 
a 10-minute prayer and meditation on the gospel 
passage of John 14:1-12 (see above). Conclude 
your brief meditation with the prayer to Jesus 
to obtain vocations as composed by St. Hannibal 
(see “Prayer For Vocations” above).

WORD  
OF GOD

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 14:1-12

BREAKING 
THE BREAD

Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, then you will also 
know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

A LIVING REMEMBRANCE OF GOD’S SALVATION
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PLEASED TO MAKE NEW IN HOLY BAPTISM A LIVING REMEMBRANCE OF GOD’S SALVATION
Reflections and Prayer on the 6th Sunday of Easter

Jesus said to his 
d i s c i p l e s , “ I f  
you love me, 

you will keep my 
commandments. And 

I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate to be with you always, 
the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot 
accept, because it neither sees nor knows 
it. But you know it, because it remains 
with you, and will be in you. I will not leave 

you orphans; I will come to you. In a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me, because I live and you 
will live. On that day you will realize that 
I am in my Father and you are in me and I 
in you. Whoever has my commandments 
and observes them is the one who loves 
me. And whoever loves me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love him and 
reveal myself to him.”

WORD  
OF GOD

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 14:15-21

BREAKING 
THE BREAD

Jesus said, “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the 
one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  “...Our Lord wants 
us to understand that to obtain this priceless 
good we have to pray to the owner of the 
harvest, who is God, who is himself. He taught 
us that his priests do not come by chance, nor 
are self-formed, nor are formed by human effort; 
they come from divine mercy that creates, 
begets, and gives them to the world; he teaches 
us that we do not get them, unless we pray ! Isn’t 
it obvious? It is God that sends forth the saints 
on earth. Isn’t it a greatest mercy of his? How 
can we pretend to have it without asking for it? 
Our Lord Jesus Christ’s command is very clear: 
“There is a large harvest, but few workers to 
gather it in: Pray, therefore, to the owner of the 
harvest that he will send out workers to gather in 
his harvest.” (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The 
Father’s Soul,” p. 111)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:   O Lord Jesus, we 
ask from you priests for all the Church, for all 
the cities, for all towns, for all the lands of the 
infidels and unbelieving, and we ask you that 

they be according to your Heart. You have said: 
‘I will raise up for myself the faithful Priest who 
will act according to my heart,’ and we ask of 
you: ‘Raise up for yourself faithful priests who 
will act according to your Heart! Form them full 
of your Holy Spirit and of the intelligence of the 
Divine Mysteries, segregated from all the things 
of the earth, detached from all secular interests, 
learned in the saints’ science and Christian 
perfection, experts on ecclesiastical discipline, 
and consummated by the most pure zeal for your 
glory and for the salvation of souls. (St. Hannibal 
Mary Di Francia)

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:  Is there something 
in the gospel passage (see above) that inspired 
and touched you deeply? Highlight a word, a 
phrase, and a sentence and share to your friend 
what you have discovered. Conclude your 
simple meditation with the prayer for vocations 
composed by St. Hannibal (see “Prayer For 
Vocations” above).
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REJOICING AND THANKSGIVING IN CHRIST’S GLORY
Reflections and Prayer on the ASCENSION OF THE LORD

The eleven 
disciples went 
to Galilee, to 

the mountain to 
which Jesus had ordered them. When they 
saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. 
Then Jesus approached and said to them, 

“All power in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, until the end of the age.”

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  “The divine word 
is always a sublime synthesis which holds 
innumerable mysteries, spreading manyfold 
teachings to us. The divine Rogate ergo must 
be considered not only in relation to the priests 
who are raised by the supreme vocations 
obtained by the obedience to the divine 
command, but also in relation to the persons 
that God raises for the good of his Church and 
for the souls... Asking workers for the holy 
Church from the Lord means first to ask priests 
according to his heart, and second, zealous 
Religious and lay people, who full of the spirit 
of God commit themselves to the salvation 
of souls...” (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The 
Father’s Soul,” p. 117)

B. PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:  Most Compassionate 
Jesus, the grace that we ask of you may be very big, 
and the sins of the nations may be huge; remember, 
however, that your mercy is greater than our malice. 
Make your grace overflow where sin has abounded. 
Supreme Lord of the mystical field, hear us; send 

good Laborers into your Harvest. Do it for love of 
most holy Mary, your Mother and Mother of the 
Church. Remember that her wailings wounded your 
Heart, when with her sighs like a dove, she prayed for 
the human race and hastened your coming on earth. 
We, therefore, present to you the sighs of Mary, her 
vows, her tears, her fervent supplications and her 
merits, which are your merits. For love of most holy 
Mary, for love of yourself, for the consolation of your 
loving Heart, hear us,graciously hear us, Hurry up! 
Out of love for you: ‘Hasten, do not delay; O Lord, let 
your face shine on your Sanctuary, which is deserted.’ 
Amen. (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia)

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:  Recall one beautiful 
experience you had in celebrating the Holy 
Mass. How did that experience change your 
life? How did this make you trust in Jesus all 
the more? Write these short reflections in your 
journal or diary. Conclude your brief meditation 
with the prayer to Jesus to obtain vocations 
as composed by St. Hannibal (see “Prayer For 
Vocations” above).

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 28:16-20

BREAKING 
THE BREAD Jesus said to his disciples, “And behold, I am with you always, until 

the end of the age.”

FILLED WITH THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT



“PENTECOST: CALLING AND SENDING FORTH” 9

REJOICING AND THANKSGIVING IN CHRIST’S GLORY FILLED WITH THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Reflections and Prayer on the PENTECOST SUNDAY

On the evening 
of that first 
day of the 

week, when the 
doors were locked, where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in their midst and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. The disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. [Jesus] said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and 
whose sins you retain are retained.”

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 20:19-23

BREAKING 
THE BREAD

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” ... “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  “When God sends 
out the priests according to his heart to the 
Church and the peoples, who can value the 
great good coming out of that? Well, if Jesus 
Christ said: “Pray to the owner of the harvest,” it 
means that he absolutely wants us to pray, and 
he will hear this prayer infallibly; therefore, the 
more this prayer is spread, the more the Church 
will be endowed with elect and holy ministers. 
Being the priests the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth, they will be the salvation for 
all.” (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The Father’s 
Soul,” p. 119)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:  O Lord of 
the Harvest, send Holy Workers to your 
Harvest! O Good Shepherd of souls, send your 
representatives to save the mystical flock from 
the traps of the infernal wolf! We beseech you 
ardently with the words of the prophet Daniel: 
‘Show your face on your Sanctuary, which has 
become deserted. Do it for your own sake!’ It 

is true, O Lord Jesus, that we do not deserve 
to be heard; and that you have no need of us 
creatures to be infinitely glorious and happy; 
but it is also true that your most loving Heart 
pines and worries due to the loss of souls, and 
rejoices and exults when the souls are edified, 
sanctified and let to eternal life through good 
Workers. Do it therefore for yourself, that is, for 
the consolation of your most loving Heart: send 
holy Workers to your Harvest. We ask it of you 
with those ardent sighs with which the Prophets 
and Patriarchs longed for your coming on earth. 
‘Let the clouds of heaven rain down the Just,’ 
they said, ‘and the earth germinate the Savior.’ 
And we exclaim with ever more ardent sighs: 
‘Let your Divine Heart be opened, O Jesus, and 
from it may the good and the holy Workers come 
for your Church!’ (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia)

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:  For a week, spend a 
brief time to pray daily the prayer for vocations 
composed by St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia.
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?VOCATION PRAYER HABIT
do you have a 

Vocations are a great grace from God. 
They help us encounter God. 

They form good citizens for society.

SO, WHY NOT MAKE THE PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, You told your disciples: 
“Pray therefore the Lord of the Harvest 
to send laborers to His harvest”  
We beg You! Send many and holy 
priests and religious in our Diocese, 
and in the whole world. 
Have mercy on us!  Grant O Lord, 
the grace of perseverance 
and fidelity to those 
whom you have called. 
We trust in you!  
Mary Mother of Vocations, pray for us. 
St. Hannibal, pray for us. 
St. John Mary Vianney, pray for us.  
Send, O Lord, 
Holy Apostles into Your Church!

PRAYER

A HABIT?
for more holy vocations?
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? The Pope’s Prayer Intentions 
for this Month of  May are dedicated to the:

Deacons
WHO ARE THE DEACONS?
Deacons share in Christ’s mission and grace in a special way. The sacrament of Holy 
Orders marks them with an imprint (“character”) which cannot be removed and 
which configures them to Christ, who made himself the “deacon” or servant of all. 

Among other tasks, it is the task of deacons to assist the bishop and priests in the 
celebration of the divine mysteries, above all the Eucharist, in the distribution of 
Holy Communion, in assisting at and blessing marriages, in the proclamation of the 
Gospel and preaching, in presiding over funerals, and in dedicating themselves to 
the various ministries of charity. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1570)

WHAT IS THE MINISTRY OF THE DEACONS?
Deacons are ministers ordained for tasks of service of the Church; they do not 
receive the ministerial priesthood, but ordination confers on them important 
functions in the ministry of the word, divine worship, pastoral governance, and the 
service of charity, tasks which they must carry out under the pastoral authority of 
their bishop. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1596)

“We pray that deacons, faithful 
in their service to the Word and 
the poor, may be an invigorating 
symbol for the entire Church.”
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The month of May is approaching, a time 
when the People of God express with particular 
intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray 
the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions 
of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the 
more this “family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.

For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of 
praying the Rosary at home in the month of May. This can be done either as a 
group or individually; you can decide according to your own situations, making 
the most of both opportunities. The key to doing this is always simplicity, and 
it is easy also on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow.

I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the 
Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with 
all of you. I include them with this letter so that they are available to everyone.

Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of 
Mary our Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will 
help us overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, especially 
those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, 
and with great affection I send you my blessing.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist

LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS 
POPE FRANCIS
TO THE FAITHFUL 
FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2020
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FIRST PRAYER TO OUR LADY 

O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust 
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at 
the foot of the cross, were united with Jesus’ 
suffering, and persevered in your faith.

“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our 
needs, and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and 

celebration may return after this time of trial. Help 
us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves 
to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells 
us. For he took upon himself our suffering, and 
burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, 
through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen.

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, 

but deliver us always from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. Amen.

SECOND PRAYER  
“We fly to your protection, O 
Holy Mother of God”.

In the present tragic situation, 
when the whole world is prey 
to suffering and anxiety, we fly to 
you, Mother of God and our Mother, 
and seek refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us 
amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those 
who are distraught and mourn their loved ones 
who have died, and at times are buried in a way 
that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who 
are concerned for their loved ones who are sick 
and who, in order to prevent the spread of the 
disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope 
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the 
future and the consequences for the economy 
and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, 
the Father of mercies, that this great suffering 
may end and that hope and peace may dawn 
anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did 
at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the 
victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened 
to confidence and trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers 
and volunteers who are on the frontline of this 
emergency, and are risking their lives to save 
others. Support their heroic effort and grant 
them strength, generosity and continued health. 
Be close to those who assist the sick night and 

day, and to priests who, in their 
pastoral concern and fidelity to 
the Gospel, are trying to help 
and support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the 
minds of men and women engaged 

in scientific research, that they may 
find effective solutions to overcome 

this virus. Support national leaders, that 
with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they 
may come to the aid of those lacking the basic 
necessities of life and may devise social and 
economic solutions inspired by farsightedness 
and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that 
the enormous funds invested in developing 
and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on 
promoting effective research on how to prevent 
similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all 
members of one great family and to recognize the 
bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity 
and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless 
situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in 
faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all 
your children in distress and pray that God will 
stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from 
this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely 
resume its normal course.

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O 
Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.
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SUGGESTED PRAYER GUIDE FOR
A HOLY HOUR OF PRAYER 

FOR HOLY VOCATIONS

Introduction:  Today, like in the past, the 
preaching of the Gospel, the propagation of the 
faith and the sanctification of souls certainly 
depends on the witnessing and sanctity of life 
of all baptized whom God calls to collaborate 
in his plan of salvation. But most of all these 
depend on the ones who are called with a 
special vocation for the task of evangelization.

No worthy Christian can remain indifferent 
to the pressing needs of the Church without 
becoming responsible for omission and lack 
of sensibility toward an essential duty that 
involves everybody - priests, religious, sisters, 
parents, catechists, ecclesial groups...

All the faithful, each according to his or her 
vocation, have to be available always to 
announce God’s Kingdom and to build the 
Body of Christ, the Church. Likewise, they must 
become conscious of their personal duty and 
responsibility to work for the increase of all 
special vocations. In what way? By the witness 
of our life, catechesis, vocation orientation and 
animation, but above all the prayer according 
to the command of Jesus: “Pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”

The authentic meaning of prayer for vocations 
is practicing what we pray for which is offering 
to the Lord our availability.

Each community, while praying to the Lord 
to send holy vocations into the world, makes 
itself available and creates little the spiritual 
idoneous conditions so that those who are 
chosen and called to specific ministries among 

its members say yes, thereby that through the 
work of your ministers what is destroyed will 
be rebuilt, what is old will be renewed and 
everything will be restored to its completeness 
through the beginning of all things: Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns forever 
and ever.

Eucharistic Greetings (repeat three times)
Leader: Praise and thanks every moment...
All:  to the most holy, most divine Sacrament...
Leader:   Glory to the Father...    
All:   As it was in the beginning...
Leader:   Send, O Lord...        
All:   Holy Apostles into Your Church!

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION:
O my Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you above 
all things and I receive you into my soul. Since I 
cannot now receive you sacramentally, come to 
me spiritually. I welcome you and unite myself 
entirely with you. Do not permit me ever to be 
separated from you. Jesus, I believe in you, I 
hope in you, and I love you.

A brief period of silence begins here.

THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY:
Prayer Leader:  Dear brethren, let us now 
turn to the merciful Jesus, who in His love has 
promised us to take care of us even in times 
of uncertainties, sicknesses, sorrow, panic, and 
fear. Let us all kneel, as we pray the chaplet of 
the divine mercy.

All:  You expired, Jesus, but the source of life 

Dear friends, this is a suggested prayer guide for a holy hour of prayer for vocations. In your most convenient 
time everyday, or in a week, find time to ask the Lord for good and holy laborers in the Church and society.
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gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy 
opened up for the whole world. O Fount of 
Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the 
whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from 
the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I 
trust in You! (Repeat three times)  Our Father... 
Hail Mary... I believe in God...

(This will be prayed at every large bead – Our 
Father/Glory Be bead.)
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our 
sins and those of the whole world.

(This will be prayed on the ten small beads of 
each decade.)
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.

(After reciting the five decades, the following 
will be prayed and repeated three times:)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

Concluding Prayer: Eternal God, in whom mercy 
is endless and the treasury of compassion — 
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase 
Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we 
might not despair nor become despondent, 
but with great confidence submit ourselves to 
Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 
Amen.

A brief period of silence continues here.

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURAL READINGS
FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION:

From the OLD TESTAMENT:
- The Vocation of the Human Race
  (Genesis 1:26-30)
- The Call of Noah (Genesis 6:5--8:22)
- The Call of Moses (Exodus 3:1-15)
- The Call of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13)
- The Call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-19)

From the NEW TESTAMENT:
- Pray for Vocations (Matthew 9:35-38)
- The Mission of the Seventy-Two 
  (Luke 10:1-12)
- The Call of the First Disciples 
  (Mark 1:14-20)
- Come and See: The Call of the First 
  Disciples (John 1:35-50)
- The Call of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13)

A brief period of silence continues here.

Guide: The Church still suffers especially today, 
the condition that put on the lips of Christ the 
Lord a delicate but deep lament: “The harvest 
is rich but the laborers are few.” Today we are 
here to answer the invitation given by Christ: 
“Pray, therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into his harvest.” We pray, then with 
fervor to implore from Jesus, Divine Founder 
of the Church and Good Shepherd of souls, to 
increase vocations to priesthood and religious 
life. Let us pray together the “Our Father” to 
obtain good laborers.

All:   Our Father in heaven, You promised us you 
would not leave us orphans, for our salvation 
and sanctification, send your holy ministers 
who can give us the life of the spirit through 
the nourishment of faith and charity. Holy be 
your name, through the apostolic work of your 
chosen ones, who, filled with your Holy Spirit 
make you known and loved by all the people 
on earth. Your Kingdom come, and may it be 
build by your faithful ministers, through the 
sanctity of their life and devoured by the zeal 
of your glory and the salvation of souls, bring 
all to Christian perfection. Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

Eternal Father, do not cease to provide your 
Church with holy ministers, that all peoples 
may follow your holy law. Give us today our 
daily bread, the bread of your grace, that 
nourishes the soul in the gift of the Sacraments. 
We beseech you to enrich your Church with 
chosen ministers, to communicate to all souls 
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your sanctifying grace. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lord send 
among the people chosen and faithful Priests 
who will handle the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
with love and holiness and may bring you 
countless souls. Do not lead us to the test but 
deliver us from evil. If our sins have deprived us 
of your mercy, we beseech you: send ministers 
who are according to your Heart and through 
the zeal and self-sacrifice may be concerned in 
keeping the souls from sinning, and guide them 
to perfect holiness and salvation. Amen.

-  St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia

ORATIO IMPERATA ON THE COVID-19:
God our Father, we come to you in our need to 
ask your protection against the COVID 19 that has 
disturbed and even claimed lives. We pray that 
you guide the people tasked to find cures for this 
disease and to stem its transmission. Protect the 
medical experts that they may minister to the 
sick with competence and compassion. 

We pray for those afflicted. May they be 
restored to health soon. Protect those who 
care for them. Grant eternal rest to those who 
have died. Give us the grace in this trying time 
to work for the good of all and to help those 
in need. We implore you to stop the spread 
of this virus and to save us from our fears.  

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ 
your Son who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit,  one God, forever and 
ever. Amen.

We fly to Your protection, oh Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our petition in our necessities, 
but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin. Amen.

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
St. Rock, pray for us.
St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us
St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.
St. Hannibal Mary, pray for us.

Send, O Lord, holy Apostles into your Church!

Benediction:   TANTUM ERGO

Divine Praises for Vocations:
Blessed be God, Author of Vocations.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord 
of the Harvest.
Blessed be Jesus Christ the Compassionate 
Lord.
Blessed be his Most Sacred Heart, the Merciful.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood, 
who washed our sins.
Blessed be Jesus in the Eucharist 
our spiritual food.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, 
Light of all those who are called.
Blessed be the Great Mother of God, 
Mary Mother of Vocations.
Blessed be her Immaculate Conception, 
the Model of all Priests.
Blessed be the Name of Mary, 
Virgin and Mother of all Missionaries.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption, 
intercessor upon all the Candidates 
to the Consecrated life.
Blessed be St. Joseph, 
Protector of the Universal Church.
Blessed be God, in His Holy Apostles 
and Saints of the Church.

Concluding Hymn


