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The memory was undoubtedly vivid 
as it was equally intense. The place 

was the Church of St. John of Malta in 
Messina, well-known for the patronage of 
St. Placid, the martyr. The year was 1868.

At that time, the archconfraternity, 
dedicated to the saint, organized an 
adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. 
It formed part of the “circular” forty-hour 
Eucharistic adoration, which took place in 
Messina, Italy. As was the practice during 
the 19th century, it occurred two to three 
days after the feast of the titular of the 
various churches in the city, entrusted to 
Confraternities or the Third Orders, and 
also that of the Parishes.

It was exactly in this circumstance, before 
Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
sometime after October 5, 1868, that 
a young person “was immersed in the 
predominant thought of increasing elect 
priests, holy and apostolic men according 
to the Heart of Jesus by winning them 
from God through an insistent prayer. He 
felt that such prayer is the means to work 
a greater good in the Holy Church, to save 
many souls, and to expand the kingdom 
of God here on earth as it happened in 
the times of St. Dominic, St. Francis, St. 
Ignatius, St. Alphonsus, and many others” 
(from the Writings of St. Hannibal).

ST. HANNIBAL MARY DI FRANCIA: 
DEDICATED TO THE ROGATE

Fr.Hannibal received the intuition of the “ROGATE” 
as he was praying at the Church of St. John of Malta.

“He was immersed in the predominant thought of 
increasing elect priests, holy and apostolic men ac-
cording to the Heart of Jesus by winning them from 
God through an insistent prayer...”
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 He was only seventeen when given 
the revelation of this prayer. Later 
on, he found that such prayer is 
commanded by Jesus in the Gospel 
when He says: "Ask [Rogate] the 
Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers to gather his harvest" (Mt 
9:38; Lk 10:2). These words became 
the fundamental insight to which he 
dedicated his entire life. The name 
of that young lad was Hannibal Mary 
Di Francia. He was born in Messina, 
Italy, on July 5, 1851. His father 
Francis was a knight, the Marquises 
of St. Catherine of Jonio, Papal Vice-
Consul and Honorary Captain of the 
Navy. His mother, Anna Toscano, also 
belonged to an aristocratic family. 
The third of four children, he lost 
his father when he was only fifteen 
months old.

 In childhood he developed such love 
for the Eucharist. He, subsequently,  
was allowed to receive Holy 
Communion daily, an exceptional 
feat in those days. He proved to be 
of lively intelligence with remarkable 
literary abilities. As soon as he felt 
the call of God, he immediately 
responded by placing himself and his 
talents at the service of God.

After his theological studies, he 
was ordained a priest on March 
16, 1878. A few months before his 
ordination, he met an almost blind 
beggar, Francesco Zancone. It was 
a providential encounter, which led 
him to discover the sad social and 

Hannibal’s parents:  Anna Toscano and Francis Di Francia

Hannibal was ordained a priest on March 16, 1878.

A providential meeting with Francesco Zancone



Kaya Idalangin-Prayer Leaflet for Vocations  |  JUNE 20204

moral reality of one of the poorest 
neighborhoods in the outskirts of 
Messina, the Case Avignone. This 
proved to be the start of a long 
journey, which was characterized by 
his boundless love for the poor and 
the orphans . He made the said ghetto 
his home and dedicated himself 
completely to the redemption of its 
inhabitants. He saw them as "sheep 
without a shepherd".

 In 1882 he started his orphanages, 
which were called "Anthonian 
Orphanages" because they were 
placed under the patronage of St. 
Anthony of Padua. While providing 
the children with food and occupation, 
he brought them up in a way that 
integrated the moral and religious 
dimensions of their lives, helping them 
to discover and follow God's plan.

He wrote: “What are these few 
orphans we attend to, these few 
people we bring the good news to, 
compared to the millions who are lost 
and abandoned as sheep without a 
shepherd? I looked for an answer and 
I found a complete one in the words 
of Jesus: 'Ask (Rogate) the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers to gather 
his harvest'. I concluded then that I had 
found the secret key to all good works 
and to the salvation of all souls".

For him, the Rogate was an explicit 
command and an infallible remedy. 
To carry out his apostolic ideals in the 
Church and in the world, he founded 
two religious Congregations: the 

The poor of the Avignone Houses in Messina, Italy

Fr. Hannibal placed the charitable institutions 
under the patronage of St. Anthony of Padua.
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Daughters of Divine Zeal (FDZ), in 
1887, and the Rogationists (RCJ) ten 
years later. He wanted both institutions 
to live the Rogate as a fourth vow. The 
institutions were canonically approved 
on August 6, 1926.

 To spread the prayer for vocations, he 
promoted several initiatives: the "Holy 
Alliance", a movement of prayer for 
vocations intended for the clergy (now 
known as Priestly Union of Prayer for 
Vocations), and the "Pious Union of 
the Evangelical Rogation" for all the 
faithful (now known as the Union of 
Prayer for Vocations). 

The annual World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations that falls on every 4th 
Sunday of Easter, instituted by Pope 
St. Paul VI in 1964, may be considered 
a response to his intuition.

 Hannibal Mary Di Francia died on June 
1, 1927, at the age of 76. His sanctity 
and mission as an "outstanding 
apostle of the prayer for vocations" are 
deeply felt in our time by all who are 
concerned with the need for vocations 
in the Church. 

Pope St. John Paul II beatified him on 
October 7, 1990 and called him as the 
"authentic forerunner and zealous 
master of the modern pastoral care for 
vocations". 

On May 16, 2004, the same pope 
proclaimed him a saint. The feast of St. 
Hannibal Mary Di Francia is celebrated 
every June 1.

Fr. Hannibal started the religious congregations 
of the Daughters of Divine Zeal and the Rogationists 

of the Heart of Jesus.

Fr. Hannibal’s passing was marked by the odor of sanctity.

St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia: outstanding apostle of the 
prayer for vocations; authentic forerunner and zealous 

master of the modern pastoral care for vocations
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O most compassionate Jesus,
may our sighs 
which we raise up to you,
reach your presence.
A great and immense mercy 
have we come to ask from you, 
for the benefit of your Church
and for the salvation of souls:
deign to send holy Priests
in the midst of all the peoples.

O most merciful Jesus,
you have passed the cities of Judea 
sighing, and seeing those crowds 
abandoned as sheep without a 
shepherd, you said:
‘The harvest is great, 
but the workers are few; 
pray therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he may send workers 
to His harvest.’

You are the Lord of the Harvest,
you are the mystical Gardener
who have planted the vineyard of souls
and have watered it 
with your most Precious Blood.

You have formed your Church 
as a flowering field,
an enclosed garden, 
in which you like to gather
the flowers of holy virtues 
and the fruits of good works,
and these fruits 
are sweet to your palate.

PRAYER TO THE MOST 
SACRED HEART OF JESUS
FOR OBTAINING 
GOOD LABORERS 
OF THE GOSPEL

COMPOSED BY 
ST. HANNIBAL MARY DI FRANCIA
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You have hunger and thirst for souls,
O most sweet Jesus, 
and your loving Heart
consumes itself for love.
The number of workers 
of your vineyard has become scarce!
The good workers in your Church 
have diminished!
The light of the world has eclipsed.

Hence the people 
remain in the darkness
of ignorance and sin; 
hence, the poor souls perish;
hence, Satan devours the prey, 
children are asking 
for the bread of life,
and there is nobody 
to break it for them.

O Lord God, 
be moved to compassion

for such a miserable state 
in which many cities and especially 

many towns of the country,
are reduced for lack 

of Good Workers of the Gospel.

Lord of the Harvest, 
send Holy Workers

to your Harvest!
O Good Shepherd of souls,
send your representatives 
to save the mystical flock

from the traps of the infernal wolf!
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We beseech you ardently
with the words of the prophet 
Daniel: ‘Show your face on your 
Sanctuary, which has become 
deserted. Do it for your own sake!’

It is true, O Lord Jesus,
that we do not deserve 
to be heard; and that you have 
no need of us creatures
to be infinitely glorious 
and happy;
but it is also true 
that your most loving Heart
pines and worries 
due to the loss of souls,
and rejoices and exults 
when the souls are edified,
sanctified and led to eternal life 
through Good Workers.

Do it, therefore for yourself, 
that is, for the consolation 
of your most loving Heart:

send Holy Workers 
to your Harvest.

We ask it of you 
with those ardent sighs

with which the Prophets and 
Patriarchs longed for your coming 

on earth. ‘Let the clouds of heaven 
rain down the Just,’ they said, 

‘and the earth 
germinate the Savior.’

O Lord Jesus, 
deign to send 

the omnipotent breath 
of holy vocation into the heart 

of many young people, 
spiritually open 

to the power of your grace; 
you have called Matthew 

from tax collector’s booth 
and Peter, Andrew, James 
and John from their nets.

O Lord Jesus, 
you are infinitely loving 

and provident; 
deign to give the appropriate 

means of good success 
to all those whom you call, 
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And we exclaim with ever more 
ardent sighs: ‘Let your Divine 
Heart be opened, O Jesus,
and from it may the good 
and the holy Workers 
come for your Church!

Yes, draw them from the depths 
of your Sacred Heart,
you who are all powerful 
to draw Abraham’s sons 
even from rocks.
Draw them from that 
burning furnace of charity;
enrich your Church 
with this great 
and priceless treasure: 
good Workers.  

O Lord Jesus, 
deign to send 

the omnipotent breath 
of holy vocation into the heart 

of many young people, 
spiritually open 

to the power of your grace; 
you have called Matthew 

from tax collector’s booth 
and Peter, Andrew, James 
and John from their nets.

O Lord Jesus, 
you are infinitely loving 

and provident; 
deign to give the appropriate 

means of good success 
to all those whom you call, 
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so that they may correspond 
to their holy vocation, and 
become the true salt of the earth 
and the light of the world.

We ask from you priests 
for all the Church, 
for all the cities, 
for all towns, 
for all the lands of the infidels 
and unbelieving, 
and we ask you that they be 
according to your Heart.

You have said: “I will raise up 
for myself the faithful Priest who 

will act according to my heart,” 
and we ask of you:  “Raise up for 

youself faithful priests who will act 
according to your Heart!”

Form them full of your Holy Spirit 
and of the intelligence 

of the Divine Mysteries, 
segregated from all the things 
of the earth, detached from all 

secular interests, learned in the 
saints’ science and Christian 

perfection, experts on ecclesiastical 
discipline, and consummated by 
the most pure zeal for your glory 

and the for the salvation of souls. 
O powerful Lord, create a 

generation of holy Levites, 
a chosen army of Ministers 
worthy of your Sanctuary.

Source:  ncronline.org
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Most Compassionate Jesus, 
the grace that we ask of you 
may be very big, and the sins 
of the nations may be huge; 
remember however, 
that your mercy is greater 
than our malice.
Make your grace overflow 
where sin has abounded. 
Supreme Lord of the mystical 
field, hear us; send good Laborers 
into your Harvest.

Do it for love 
of most holy Mary, your Mother 

and Mother of the Church. Remember 
that her wailings wounded your Heart, 

when with her signs like a dove, 
she prayed for the human race and 

hastened your coming on earth.

We, therefore, present to you 
the sighs of Mary, her vows, 

her tears, her fervent supplications 
and her merits, 

which are your merits. 
For love of most holy Mary, 

for love of yourself, 
for the consolation 

of your loving Heart, hear us, 
graciously hear us, hurry up! 
Out of love for you: ‘Hasten, 

do not delay; O Lord, let your face 
shine on your Sanctuary, 

which is deserted.’

Amen.
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Source:  ncronline.org
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VESPERS

HYMN
Let us unite dear brothers,
our pure and ardent hearts
to praise in festive joy
the Church of Christ, our Lord.

In these three holy days
we join the divine love
acclaiming Blessed Hannibal
among the saints in glory.

The Spirit’s burning flame
Imprinted in his heart
the everlasting seal
of the divine Rogate.

He is the inspiring model
Of all who long to serve
the members of Christ’s body
especially the suffering.

Please, plead for us, dear Hannibal,
kind friend of all the poor
sustain us in our journey
on the long road to love.

To you be glory, O Christ,
true image of the Father,
revealing in your saints
your Spirit’s lasting strength. Amen.

Antiphons, psalms and canticle of the day.

READING (Romans 12:9-16)
Your love must be sincere. Detest what is evil, 
cling to what is good. Love one another with 
the affection of brothers. Anticipate each other 
in showing respect. Do not grow slack but be 
fervent in spirit; he whom you serve is the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient under trial, 
persevere in prayer. Look on the needs of the 
saints as your own; be generous in offering 
hospitality. Bless your persecutors; bless and 
do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the 

TRIDUUM TO ST. HANNIBAL 

DAY 1 - 
ST. HANNIBAL: 
MAN OF CHARITY

MAY 29, 2020
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same attitude toward all. Put away ambitious 
thoughts and associate with those who are 
lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.
-- The Word of the Lord.

REFLECTION: FROM THE ‘WRITINGS’ 
OF FR. HANNIBAL MARY DI FRANCIA
Charity generates in itself a virtue, as its fervor 
and the flame that rises even to God, and 
draws from the Infinite’s love and glory the 
motivations for its most intense activity. This 
virtue is the zeal for the glory of God and for the 
salvation of souls. It substitutes the selfishness 
of the world with true altruism, and makes a 
person so vividly concerned about the true 
good of others and about the triumph of truth, 
that he who is taken up with it cannot remain 
inactive. His life becomes a continuous working 
for God, for truth, and for the moral good of 
everyone. His life becomes also a continuous 
martyrdom in seeing so much evil spreading 
in society, and not being able to embrace the 
entire world with his limited sphere of action.

Homily or personal reflection.

RESPONSORY
True Father of the Rogationists, 
pray for your sons.
 -   True Father of the Rogationists, 
 pray for your sons.
You have opened for them a way of holiness,
 -   pray for your sons.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit.
 -   True Father of the Rogationists, 
 pray for your sons.

CANTICLE OF MARY (Writings, v. 52, p. 237)
ANT.  The mission fulfilled by the saints on 
earth does not cease with their glory in Heaven.

INTERCESSIONS
Through the intercession of our Saint Founder, 
let us beseech God, source of all holiness to 
grant us to live in conformity with our vocation:

Make us holy, Lord, since you are holy.

Holy Father, for the untiring zeal of the apostolic 
life of St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia,

- may bishops and priests live their holy 
ministry with joy and total giving.

Father of mercy, for the fire of ardent love that 
made his fatherly heart beat for everyone,

- may civil society be attentive to the 
spiritual and material needs of children 
and of all who are in need of help.

Almighty Father, for the consistent prayer that 
made strong and invincible his obedience to 
the
command of the ‘Rogate,’

- grant to the Church many and holy 
workers to lead all men to the truth and 
grace.

Good Father, for the boundless trust that he 
placed in prayer,

- grant your protection and the consolation 
of the Spirit to all who entrust themselves 
to our prayers.

Just Father, for the unshakable faith supporting 
his entire life and activities,

- grant the eternal joy of Paradise to 
our deceased confreres, relatives and 
benefactors.

Our Father.

PRAYER
Eternal Shepherd, in your design of love you 
chose St. Hannibal Mary, priest, to make of him 
an outstanding apostle of prayer for vocations 
and a true father of the orphans and of the poor. 
Through his merits and his intercession, send 
many and holy workers of the gospel to your 
harvest. Inflamed by the same fire of love, may 
we too follow his teaching and his example. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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VESPERS

HYMN (see the first day)

Antiphons, psalms and canticle of the day.

READING (2 Corinthians 9:6-11)
Let me say this much: He who sows 
sparingly will reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will reap bountifully. 
Everyone must give according to what 
he has inwardly decided; not sadly, not 
grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
God can multiply his favors among you 
so that you may always have enough of 
everything and even a surplus for good 
works, as it is written: ‘He scattered
abroad and gave to the poor, his justice 
endures forever.’ He who supplies seed 
for the sower and bread for the eater will 
provide in abundance; he will multiply the 
seed you sow and increase your generous 
yield. In every way your liberality is 
enriched; through us it results in thanks 
offered to God.
-- The Word of the Lord.

REFLECTION: 
FROM THE “TESTIMONIES” ON 
FATHER HANNIBAL MARY DI 
FRANCIA
Father Hannibal asserted frequently: ‘Love 
for God and for one’s neighbor is just one. 
In fact, all that is done for one’s neighbor, 
God takes it as done to Himself. To be 
such, charity must be done solely for the 
love of God. Therefore, it is not charity if it 
is done for human reasons, that is, for the 
qualities of the person, or for the benefits 
received or hopefully to be received, for 
pleasure, for the sake of being praised, 
for fear, and for any other human reason. 

TRIDUUM TO ST. HANNIBAL 

DAY 2 - 
ST. HANNIBAL: 
MAN OF THE NEW 
EVANGELIZATION

MAY 30, 2020
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If the reason for doing all that is done for 
one’s neighbor (even giving one’s life) 
is not solely out of love for God, this is 
not charity, and therefore is not even 
meritorious for everlasting life.’

Homily or personal reflection.

RESPONSORY
I love my children, they are the dearest 
ideal of my life.

- I love my children, they are the dearest 
ideal of my life.

Shining pearls are my children,
- they are the dearest ideal of my life.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit.

- I love my children, they are the dearest 
ideal of my life.

CANTICLE OF MARY 
(‘Writings’ vol. 50, p. 549)
ANT. I seem to have a bond of holy 
friendship with everyone on earth, and 
the best I have desired for myself, I have 
desired it equally for everyone.

INTERCESSIONS
O God, who gave to St. Hannibal Mary 
the grace to see Christ’s face in the poor 
and abandoned children, grant also to us 
the grace to live faithfully our vocation:

Visit this your family, O Lord.

Father of the human family, for the great 
tenderness for the poor and abandoned 
children that animated St. Hannibal Mary,

- give your Church the grace to show to 

the world the irresistible strength of the 
Good News of charity.

You who have given solid foundations to 
the Institution of the Evangelical Rogation 
through its profound Eucharistic piety,

- teach your faithful to believe and to 
love the presence of the Eucharistic 
Jesus in their midst.

You continue to evangelize the poor with 
the apostolic activity of St. Hannibal,

- grant that all those who break the 
bread of your word and of the daily food 
may never be lacking for all the poor.

Through St. Hannibal you have opened 
the heart of so many Christians to active 
charity,

- assist our benefactors and make their 
life serene.

You have glorified your servant by making 
him a shining witness of eternal charity,

- welcome into your Kingdom our 
deceased brothers and all those who 
have been bound to us with the bond of 
fraternity and of charity.

Our Father.

PRAYER
Eternal Shepherd, in your design of love 
you chose St. Hannibal Mary, priest, to 
make of him an outstanding apostle of 
prayer for vocations and a true father of 
the orphans and of the poor. Through his 
merits and his intercession, send many 
holy workers of the gospel to your harvest. 
Inflamed by the same fire of love, may 
we too follow his teaching and example. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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VESPERS

HYMN (see the first day)

Antiphons, psalms and canticle of the day.

READING (1 Cor 12:28,31;14:1)
Furthermore, God has set up in the church first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then
miracle workers, healers, assistants, 
administrators, and those who speak in 
tongues. Are all peoples? Are all prophets? Are 
all teachers? Do all work miracles or have the 
gift of healing? Do all speak in tongues, all have 
the gift of interpretation of tongues? Set your 
hearts on the greater gifts.
-- The Word of the Lord.

REFLECTION: FROM THE ‘WRITINGS’ 
OF FR. HANNIBAL MARY DI FRANCIA

The Secret of All Good Works

The words of the Gospel: ‘Rogate ergo 
Dominum messis ut mittat operarios in 
messem suam,’ troubled my thoughts, even 
from the beginning of this Pious Foundation. 
There was reason for reflecting: What are these 
few orphans who are saved, and these few poor 
who are evangelized, in comparison with the 
millions who are lost, and who lie abandoned 
like flock without a shepherd? I considered 
the limitation of my miserable forces, and the 
very small sphere of my ability, and searched 
for a way out, and I found an ample immense 
one in those divine words of Jesus Christ our 
Lord: ‘Rogate ergo Dominum messis ut mittat 
operarios in messem suam.’ Then it seemed to 
me that I had found the secret of all the good 
works and of the salvation of all souls.

Homily or personal reflection.

TRIDUUM TO ST. HANNIBAL 

DAY 3 - 
ST. HANNIBAL: 
MAN OF PRAYER

MAY 31, 2020
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RESPONSORY
Model of those obeying the ‘Rogate,’ obtain 
for us many and holy vocations.

- Model of those obeying the ‘Rogate,’ obtain 
for us many and holy vocations.

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few,

- obtain for us many and holy vocations.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit.

- Model of those obeying the ‘Rogate,’ obtain 
for us many and holy vocations.

CANTICLE OF MARY (FL, n.25, p.81)
ANT. A great merit is reserved for those who 
procure good workers for the holy Church.

INTERCESSIONS
Brothers, may the mystical decalogue of the 
‘Rogate’ call us to commitment with each of 
the syllable of this command of Jesus. May 
those divine words asking for workers for the 
immense harvest of souls, keep us ready to 
offer ourselves for whatever work of love and 
material and spiritual help. Let us say together:

Send, O Lord, holy apostles to your Church.

Lord Jesus, you said: ‘The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few: ‘Rogate, pray,’ in 
order to teach us to carry the burden of the 
apostolate with you,

- give ever new energy to the Pope, bishops, 
priests and deacons, may their ministry and 
their prayer be the source of new and holy 
vocations.

Divine Savior, you said: ‘Rogate ergo’ in order 
to challenge our faith in you, who are the 
source of every vocation,

- may the Church found its mediation for 
holy vocations on prayer and on the grace 
that comes from you.

Heavenly Friend, you are the ‘Master of the 
harvest,’ you are the Father of the family who 
invites all those you have begotten in love to 
collaborate with you,

- do not let your harvest be lost, send good 
workers and may all men become responsible 
children in the house of your Father.

The prayer that you ask of us, O Jesus, is not 
generic, it must be an explicit imploring and 
a cry addressed to the heavenly Father ‘ut 
mittat,’ ‘so that he may send,’

- expand our heart to assume the burden of 
the needs and of the pleading of our brothers, 
so that we become an offering pleasing to the 
Father and docile instruments of his calls.

O Lord filled with zeal for the glory of your 
Father and for the salvation of souls, we ask 
you for ‘good workers’ for your Church,

- may those whom you call and send be not 
untrustworthy mercenaries, but authentic 
shepherds, walking ahead of your flock, to 
lead it to the pastures of life eternal.

Look once again at ‘your harvest,’ Divine 
Gardener; look at the tired and exhausted 
humanity like a flock without a shepherd; look 
at your Church and at our Congregation,

- give many and holy ministers of your word, 
and zealous announcers of your ‘Rogate.’

Our Father.

PRAYER
Eternal Shepherd, in your design of love you 
chose St. Hannibal Mary, priest, to make of him 
an outstanding apostle of prayer for vocations 
and a true father of the orphans and of the 
poor. Through his merits and his intercession, 
send many holy workers of the Gospel to your 
harvest. Inflamed by the same fire of love, 
may we too follow his teaching and example. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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MASS GUIDE
ON THE FEAST OF 
SAINT HANNIBAL MARY 
DI FRANCIA, APOSTLE OF 
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
I am the Good Shepherd,
I know my sheep and mine know me, says the Lord,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
and I lay down my life for the sheep. (Alleluia)

John 10:14-15

Born in Messina (1851 -1927), Hannibal 
Mary Di Francia was ordained a priest 

on March 16, 1878. He dedicated himself  
to the moral and spiritual redemption 
of  the Avignone District and founded 
the Anthonian Orphanages (1882-1883) 
for girls and for boys, and the religious 
Congregations of  the Daughters of  
Divine Zeal (March 19, 1887) and of  the 
Rogationists of  the Heart of  Jesus (May 
16 1897). He intuited since his adolescence 

the necessity of  the prayer for vocations 
and worked with every means for the 
propagation of  the command of  Jesus: 
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers 
are few; so ask the master of  the harvest 
to send out laborers for his harvest.” (Mt 
9:37-38; Lk 10:2). He is renowned as “true 
father of  the orphans and of  the poor” 
and as “authentic precursor and zealous 
teacher of  the modern pastoral care for 
vocations”.

INTRODUCTION

JUNE 1, 2020
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COLLECT

The Glory is said or sung.

O God, hope of  the humble, 
refuge of  the poor 
and father of  the orphans,
You chose St. Hannibal Mary, priest,
as an outstanding Apostle 
of  Prayer for Vocations.
Through his intercession,
send into your harvest 
worthy laborers of  the Gospel,
and, moved by the same spirit 
of  charity, we may grow 
in the love of  you and of  neighbor.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING
From the book of  the prophet Isaiah      58:7-10

Thus, says the Lord: Share your bread with the 
hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless; 
clothe the naked when you see them and do not turn 
your back on your own. Then, your light shall break 
forth like the dawn, and your wound shall quickly 
be healed; your vindication shall go before you, and 
the glory of  the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then, 
you shall call, and the Lord will answer, you shall cry 
for help, and he will say: Here I am! If  you remove 
from your midst oppression, false accusation and 
malicious speech; if  you bestow your bread on the 
hungry and satisfy the afflicted; then light shall rise 
for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall become 
for you like midday.

The Word of  the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 112: 1a,4-5; 6-7; 8-9

R/. Blessed the man who greatly delights 
in the Lord’s commands.

Blessed the man who fears the Lord,
Light shines through the darkness 
for the upright;
Well for the man who is gracious and lends,
who conducts his affairs with justice. R/.

He shall never be moved;
the just one shall be in everlasting 
remembrance. 
An evil report he shall not fear; 
his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. R/.

His heart is steadfast; he shall not fear.
Lavishly he gives to the poor;
His justice shall endure forever;
His horn shall be exalted in glory. R/.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
John 4:35-36

Alleluia, alleluia.

Look up 
and see the fields 
ripe for the harvest. 
The reaper is already receiving payment 
and gathering crops for eternal life.

Alleluia.



Kaya Idalangin-Prayer Leaflet for Vocations  |  JUNE 202020

The Creed is said or sung.

GOSPEL READING
The harvest is abundant, 
but the laborers are few.

From the Gospel 
according to Matthew                          9:35-38

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
Gospel of  the Kingdom, and curing every 
disease and illness. At the sight of  the crowds, 
his heart was moved with pity for them 
because they were troubled and abandoned, 
like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said 
to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but 
the laborers are few; so ask the master of  the 
harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” 

The Gospel of  the Lord.

Homily

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
Priest: Comforted by the testimony of  St. 
Hannibal Mary, an outstanding Apostle of  
Prayer for Vocations and true Father of  the 
Orphans and of  the Poor, let us open our 
hearts with filial trust in God, the giver of  
every perfect gift. Let us pray together and say:

Grant us, O Father, your Spirit of  holiness.

- For the Church, that she may ever 
more be adorned with the same sentiments 
of  Christ and fulfill her mission in the world, 

bearing witness to the gift of  holiness in the 
service of  charity and in the commitment to 
peace, we pray.

- For the heads of  nations and for those 
who have the responsibility of  governing civil 
society, that they may always be engaged in 
the promotion of  justice, respect for human 
rights and freedom, and become heralds and 
witnesses of  peace among peoples, we pray.

- For the Christian families, that the 
through the merit and intercession of  St. 
Hannibal Mary, the Lord may raise up 
numerous and holy vocations to priestly, 
religious and missionary life, we pray.

- For the laity who live their daily 
experience at the service of  the human 
community, that following the example of  
St. Hannibal Mary, they may know how to 
recognize and serve Jesus Christ present in 
every person, we pray.

- For us who celebrate this Eucharist, 
that following the example of  St. Hannibal 
Mary, we may become persons praying for 
the gift of  “laborers of  the Gospel” and 
apostles of  the prayer for vocations, through 
a life offered to our sisters and brothers in 
need, we pray.

Other particular intentions can be added.

Priest: O God our Father, we praise and 
thank you for calling everyone to holiness, 
and for offering us, in St. Hannibal Mary, 
an authentic model of  Christian perfection. 
Through his intercession, may we always 
remain faithful to your Son Jesus, who lives 
and reigns with you for ever and ever. Amen.
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Receive, O Lord, 
the gifts we offer,
and grant that by following the example 
of  St. Hannibal Mary,
who, moved by the zeal of  your love,
fed the poor and the little ones 
with the Bread of  Life,
we may unite to the gifts 
we bring to the altar
the sacrifice of  perfect charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

Minister of  the compassion 
of  the Good Shepherd

V/.  The Lord be with you.
R/.  And with your spirit.
V/.  Lift up your hearts.
R/.  We lift them up to the Lord.
V/.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R/.  It is right and just.

It is truly right and just 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, Holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.

For in conforming St. Hannibal Mary
to the image of  the Good Shepherd,
you made him an admirable minister 
of  your Son’s compassion for the people.

As a true herald of  the Gospel, 
following the Master’s teaching,
he unceasingly begged labourers 
for your harvest.

PREFACE

  
As a sure path of  Providence,
in taking care of  orphans,
he showed your face 
as the Consoler of  the afflicted. 
  
As faithful lover of  the poor,
by opening his hands to those in need,
he unlocked for them
the doors of  heavenly joy.

For this mystery, heaven and earth
now sing to you a new song of  adoration,
and with all the Angels of  heaven,
proclaim your glory, 
as without end we acclaim: 

Holy, Holy, Holy...

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Matthew 9:36
At the sight of  the crowds, 
his heart was moved with pity for them 
because they were troubled 
and abandoned,
like sheep without a shepherd. (Alleluia)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Lord our God, 
may the sacrament we have received 
increase in us the longing 
for the salvation of  all which enkindled 
the heart of  St. Hannibal Mary; 
and grant that by living faithfully our 
vocation, we may merit to attain 
with him the reward promised 
to the good laborers of  the Gospel. 
Through Christ our Lord.
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RECOGNITION OF THE TRINITY’S ETERNAL GLORY
Reflections and Prayer on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (JUNE 7, 2020)

For God 
so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him might 
not perish but might have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him will not be condemned, but 
whoever does not believe has already been 
condemned, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God.

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  
May our life be a continuous effort 
to love God our Lord, Creator and 
Redeemer, with a predominant, 
strong, tender, constant, fervent, 
active, compassionate, effective, 
and uniting love (St. Hannibal Mary Di 
Francia, “The Father’s Soul,” p. 195)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
Saint Hannibal, because of your 
understanding and zeal of the Christ’s 
‘Rogate’, you gave flesh to the love of 
God and neighbor in a wonderful and 
enthusiastic way. Grant us to become
witnesses of the ‘Gospel of love’ in our 
life so that none of our thoughts be 
‘about God unless they are concerned 

with man, and about man without 
involving God.’ Amen.     

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY: 
Spend about 10 to 15  minutes 
reflecting on this prayer of the Church 
this Trinity Sunday: “God our Father, 
who by sending into the world the Word 
of truth and the Spirit of sanctification 
made known to the human race your 
wondrous mystery, grant us, we pray, 
that in professing the true faith, we 
may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal 
glory and adore your Unity, powerful in 
majesty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.”

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 3:16-18

BREAKING 
THE BREAD For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.

RECOGNITION OF THE TRINITY’S ETERNAL GLORY

WORD  
OF GOD
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RECOGNITION OF THE TRINITY’S ETERNAL GLORY
Reflections and Prayer on the Solemnity of the Corpus Christi (JUNE 14, 2020)

Jesus said, 
“I am the 

living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for 
the life of the world.” The Jews quarreled 
among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us [his] flesh to eat?” Jesus said 
to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink his blood, you do not have life within 
you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 

blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on 
the last day. For my flesh is true food, and 
my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood remains in me 
and I in him. Just as the living Father sent 
me and I have life because of the Father, so 
also the one who feeds on me will have life 
because of me. This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors 
who ate and still died, whoever eats this 
bread will live forever.” 

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  
Love of Jesus must be the beginning, 
the object, the end, and the mover 
of our intentions, actions, and 
observance: Jesus, everything in 
Jesus, through Jesus, for Jesus, and 
from Jesus. (St. Hannibal Mary Di 
Francia, “The Father’s Soul,” p. 227)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: 
Saint Hannibal, your Canonization 
shows forth to the world the heroicity 
of your virtues, as a fruit of your 

love expanded to the dimensions of 
Christ’s love. The compassion of His 
Heart for the salvation of the world 
made your heart overflow with love 
and zeal. Grant us all the capacity to 
open our hearts to Christ so that He 
may be ‘all in all.’ Amen.

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:  
Look for a picture on the Eucharist and 
make a simple bookmark on it. Make 
as much bookmarks on it as you like. 
Place them in your favorite books.

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 6:51-58

BREAKING 
THE BREAD

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him.
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MAKING OUR HEARTS BECOME LIKE CHRIST’S HEART
Reflections and Prayer on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (JUNE 19, 2020)

At that time 
Jesus said in 

reply, “I give praise to you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, for although you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the 
learned you have revealed them to the 
childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your 
gracious will. All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father. No one knows the 

Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son wishes to reveal him. Come 
to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am meek and 
humble of heart; and you will find rest for 
yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden light.”

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  
“...we realize that the best, surest, and 
easiest means to seek God’s glory and 
salvation of souls is winning good priests 
to the holy Church, because this is the 
shortest, surest way to reach God’s glory 
and salvation of souls, which is the goal of 
the people who are enflamed by zeal (St. 
Hannibal Mary Di Francia, “The Father’s 
Soul,” p. 419)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:
Saint Hannibal, in your desire to unite and 
conform yourself to Christ, you penetrated 
into the depths of His Heart’s love. The 
most profound vibrations of his anxiety for 
humankind’s salvation, expressed in the 
‘Rogate’, became part of your innermost 

self. Intercede for us at the Heart of Christ 
so that from his pierced side, innumerable 
holy vocations for priestly and religious life 
may continue to flow for the Church and 
for your religious Congregations. Grant us 
your spirit of obedience to the ‘Rogate’ and 
your spirit of faith in the power of prayer so 
that we may never grow tired in praying for 
good laborers, in propagating this prayer, 
and in being the front line of good workers 
with the testimony of our life. Amen.

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:
Look for a picture of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in the internet. Share the picture in 
your social media account with the caption, 
“O Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on 
us, send us more holy vocations today!”

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 11:25-30

BREAKING 
THE BREAD No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 

except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

WORD  
OF GOD
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REVERING AND LOVING THE HOLY NAME OF GOD
Reflections and Prayer on the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time (JUNE 21, 2020)

Jesus said to 
his disciples, 

“Therefore do not be afraid of them. 
Nothing is concealed that will not be 
revealed, nor secret that will not be known. 
What I say to you in the darkness, speak 
in the light; what you hear whispered, 
proclaim on the housetops. And do not 
be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of 
the one who can destroy both soul and 

body in Gehenna. Are not two sparrows 
sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them 
falls to the ground without your Father’s 
knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head 
are counted. So do not be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows. Everyone 
who acknowledges me before others I will 
acknowledge before my heavenly Father. 
But whoever denies me before others, I 
will deny before my heavenly Father. 

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  
God made the nations curable, but no remedy 
is so effective as plenty of evangelical workers, 
who are the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world. This is a radical cure: therefore, let us 
adhere to this holy radicalism, if we want a sure 
social rebirth ! (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, 
“The Father’s Soul,” p. 112)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:     
Saint Hannibal, you were very concerned 
in satisfying the interests of the Heart of 
Jesus. You generously dedicated yourself to 
the salvation of ‘Avignone Slums,’ the most 
poor and abandoned area in Messina during 
your times. There, you promoted persons – 
especially the little ones – to their dignity as 
children of God. The ‘Christ of the Rogate’ lead 

you to that place through one of the poor and 
you followed him. There, the need of ‘prayer for 
good laborers,’ was confirmed as truth in your 
mind and heart. Those people were ‘tired and 
exhausted like sheep without a shepherd.’ Like 
Christ, you felt compassion and offered yourself 
as their shepherd in order to lead them to the 
House of the Father. Because of your love for 
the ‘Rogate’, grant also to us the compassion 
for our most needy, poor and marginalized 
brothers and sisters and to offer ourselves as 
‘good laborers’ for their integral salvation. 

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:  
Go to the Facebook page, “Kaya Idalangin,” 
and look for a prayer for vocations. Share it 
in your Facebook account, or in other social 
media platforms, or your personal blog.

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 10:26-33

BREAKING 
THE BREAD

Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the 
ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head 
are counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 
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MAKING OUR HEARTS BECOME LIKE CHRIST’S HEART
Reflections and Prayer on the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (JUNE 28, 2020)

Jesus said to 
his disciples, 

“Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; and whoever does not 
take up his cross and follow after me is not 
worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will 
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. Whoever receives you receives 

me, and whoever receives me receives 
the one who sent me. Whoever receives 
a prophet because he is a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 
receives a righteous man because he is 
righteous will receive a righteous man’s 
reward. And whoever gives only a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones to 
drink because he is a disciple—amen, I say 
to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”

A.  POINT FOR REFLECTION:  
It is God who raises his ministers, who sends out 
holy vocations from heaven, but he wants us to 
pray. The Rogate is a command. The most holy 
Heart of Jesus burns with the desire of granting 
such a mercy, and hopes that the peoples 
(and all the priests) leave out the negligence 
of this command by imploring holy vocations. 
While seeing the ruin of many generations of 
souls redeemed by his very precious blood, 
Jesus cries out: Rogate ergo. Plenty of souls 
would be saved, and many of them would 
achieve sanctification if the mystical workers 
catechized, edified, and instructed them in the 
faith and religion (St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, 
“The Father’s Soul,” p. 112)

B.  PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:     
Saint Hannibal, we praise and bless the 
Almighty, giver of all good, for your holiness 

and we ask you to intercede for us to God 
for our personal, spiritual and material need 
in total conformity to the Divine Will. By 
converting ourselves and growing in sanctity in 
front of God and of men, help us to build up the 
Kingdom of God and the ‘Civilization of love’ 
in the world. Through your intercession, we 
entrust the Holy Church, the Pope, our Diocese 
and our Bishop, your religious Congregations, 
the orphans, the poor, the priests, religious 
and the lay people. Continue to be present 
among us with the understanding and zeal of 
your being ‘Apostle of the Rogate and Father 
of the orphans and of the poor.’ 

C.  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY:
If you know a bishop, a priest, or a religious 
who has a social media account, assure them 
of your prayers by “tagging” them with a 
prayer for their courage and perseverance.  

WORD  
OF GOD FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 10:37-42

BREAKING 
THE BREAD

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives the one who sent me.
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THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR THIS MONTH OF JUNE IS DEDICATED TO:

WHAT MAKES THE HEART OF JESUS PLEASED?
Rogate ergo! This is the great word, the divine command which 
only the most holy heart of Jesus’ zeal could give. As the Bible 
says, this zeal devoured the divine heart with a greatest interest 
of the holy Church, the interest for copious ministers for a 
greater glory of God and the salvation of souls.

- St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, God and Neighbor, Special Issue, June 1925, page 13

“We pray that all those who 
suffer may find way in life, 
allowing themselves to be 
touched by the Heart of Jesus.”

THE WAY 
OF THE HEART
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O most Holy Virgin,
you are the ever open treasure

of all the divine graces.
We ask of you the grace, the benefit

which includes all others, 
the mercy of all mercies:

send good Workers of the Gospel
to the Holy Church.

This gift is worthy of your zeal
and of your maternal generosity.

Remember the Word of your
adorable Son when he said:

‘Pray therefore the Lord of the Harvest
that he may send Workers into his Harvest.’

You who have treasured in your heart
all the words of your Divine Son,

and have begun since that time to pray
so that the Lord of the Harvest

would send good Laborers into his Harvest,
you have obtained for the Apostles 

and Confessors the grace of their ministry.
You, most holy Mother, have given, 

at all times to the Church of Jesus Christ 
Apostles and Saints, persons active 

and fervent with zeal and love;
please, look at this miserable state
of so many peoples and countries,

because of the lack 
of good Gospel Laborers.

O most powerful Mother, we beseech you
with the words of your Divine Son:

‘Pray therefore the Lord of the Harvest
that he may send Workers into his Harvest.’

O Mother of God and men, you deserved
to be the co-redemptrix of the human race,

offering to the Father on the Cross,
as an undefeated Priestess, 
the Victim of infinite value.

Please, continue in the midst of Holy Church
your sublime role of co-redemptrix,

sending to all peoples, all cities, all regions,
chosen Priests who, with all the efficacious 

means of grace, doctrine, sacrifice and 
word, may they gain all souls to the Truth

and lead them to eternal Life. Amen.

PRAYER 
THROUGH THE 
INTERCESSION 

OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY 

TO OBTAIN 
GOOD WORKERS 
OF THE GOSPEL

COMPOSED BY
ST. HANNIBAL MARY 

DI FRANCIA
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?VOCATION PRAYER HABIT
do you have a 

Vocations are a great grace from God. 
They help us encounter God. 

They form good citizens for society.

SO, WHY NOT MAKE THE PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, You told your disciples: 
“Pray therefore the Lord of the Harvest 
to send laborers to His harvest”  
We beg You! Send many and holy 
priests and religious in our Diocese, 
and in the whole world. 
Have mercy on us!  Grant O Lord, 
the grace of perseverance 
and fidelity to those 
whom you have called. 
We trust in you!  
Mary Mother of Vocations, pray for us. 
St. Hannibal, pray for us. 
St. John Mary Vianney, pray for us.  
Send, O Lord, 
Holy Apostles into Your Church!

PRAYER

A HABIT?
for more holy vocations?
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SUGGESTED PRAYER GUIDE FOR
A HOLY HOUR OF PRAYER 

FOR MORE HOLY VOCATIONS

Introduction:  Today, like in the past, the 
preaching of the Gospel, the propagation of the 
faith and the sanctification of souls certainly 
depends on the witnessing and sanctity of life 
of all baptized whom God calls to collaborate 
in his plan of salvation. But most of all these 
depend on the ones who are called with a 
special vocation for the task of evangelization.

No worthy Christian can remain indifferent 
to the pressing needs of the Church without 
becoming responsible for omission and lack 
of sensibility toward an essential duty that 
involves everybody - priests, religious, sisters, 
parents, catechists, ecclesial groups...

All the faithful, each according to his or her 
vocation, have to be available always to 
announce God’s Kingdom and to build the 
Body of Christ, the Church. Likewise, they must 
become conscious of their personal duty and 
responsibility to work for the increase of all 
special vocations. In what way? By the witness 
of our life, catechesis, vocation orientation and 
animation, but above all the prayer according 
to the command of Jesus: “Pray the Lord of 
the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”

The authentic meaning of prayer for vocations 
is practicing what we pray for which is offering 
to the Lord our availability.

Each community, while praying to the Lord 
to send holy vocations into the world, makes 
itself available and creates little the spiritual 
idoneous conditions so that those who are 
chosen and called to specific ministries among 

its members say yes, thereby that through the 
work of your ministers what is destroyed will 
be rebuilt, what is old will be renewed and 
everything will be restored to its completeness 
through the beginning of all things: Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns forever 
and ever.

Eucharistic Greetings (repeat three times)
Leader: Praise and thanks every moment...
All:  to the most holy, most divine Sacrament...
Leader:   Glory to the Father...    
All:   As it was in the beginning...
Leader:   Send, O Lord...        
All:   Holy Apostles into Your Church!

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION:
O my Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you above 
all things and I receive you into my soul. Since I 
cannot now receive you sacramentally, come to 
me spiritually. I welcome you and unite myself 
entirely with you. Do not permit me ever to be 
separated from you. Jesus, I believe in you, I 
hope in you, and I love you.

A brief period of silence begins here.

THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY:
Prayer Leader:  Dear brethren, let us now 
turn to the merciful Jesus, who in His love has 
promised us to take care of us even in times 
of uncertainties, sicknesses, sorrow, panic, and 
fear. Let us all kneel, as we pray the chaplet of 
the divine mercy.

All:  You expired, Jesus, but the source of life 

Dear friends, this is a suggested prayer guide for a holy hour of prayer for vocations. In your most convenient 
time everyday, or in a week, find time to ask the Lord for good and holy laborers in the Church and society.
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gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy 
opened up for the whole world. O Fount of 
Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the 
whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from 
the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I 
trust in You! (Repeat three times)  Our Father... 
Hail Mary... I believe in God...

(This will be prayed at every large bead – Our 
Father/Glory Be bead.)
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our 
sins and those of the whole world.

(This will be prayed on the ten small beads of 
each decade.)
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.

(After reciting the five decades, the following 
will be prayed and repeated three times:)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

Concluding Prayer: Eternal God, in whom mercy 
is endless and the treasury of compassion — 
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase 
Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we 
might not despair nor become despondent, 
but with great confidence submit ourselves to 
Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 
Amen.

A brief period of silence continues here.

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURAL READINGS
FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION:

From the OLD TESTAMENT:
- The Vocation of the Human Race
  (Genesis 1:26-30)
- The Call of Noah (Genesis 6:5--8:22)
- The Call of Moses (Exodus 3:1-15)
- The Call of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13)
- The Call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:4-19)

From the NEW TESTAMENT:
- Pray for Vocations (Matthew 9:35-38)
- The Mission of the Seventy-Two 
  (Luke 10:1-12)
- The Call of the First Disciples 
  (Mark 1:14-20)
- Come and See: The Call of the First 
  Disciples (John 1:35-50)
- The Call of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13)

A brief period of silence continues here.

Guide: The Church still suffers especially today, 
the condition that put on the lips of Christ the 
Lord a delicate but deep lament: “The harvest 
is rich but the laborers are few.” Today we are 
here to answer the invitation given by Christ: 
“Pray, therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into his harvest.” We pray, then with 
fervor to implore from Jesus, Divine Founder 
of the Church and Good Shepherd of souls, to 
increase vocations to priesthood and religious 
life. Let us pray together the “Our Father” to 
obtain good laborers.

All:   Our Father in heaven, You promised us you 
would not leave us orphans, for our salvation 
and sanctification, send your holy ministers 
who can give us the life of the spirit through 
the nourishment of faith and charity. Holy be 
your name, through the apostolic work of your 
chosen ones, who, filled with your Holy Spirit 
make you known and loved by all the people 
on earth. Your Kingdom come, and may it be 
build by your faithful ministers, through the 
sanctity of their life and devoured by the zeal 
of your glory and the salvation of souls, bring 
all to Christian perfection. Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

Eternal Father, do not cease to provide your 
Church with holy ministers, that all peoples 
may follow your holy law. Give us today our 
daily bread, the bread of your grace, that 
nourishes the soul in the gift of the Sacraments. 
We beseech you to enrich your Church with 
chosen ministers, to communicate to all souls 
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your sanctifying grace. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lord send 
among the people chosen and faithful Priests 
who will handle the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
with love and holiness and may bring you 
countless souls. Do not lead us to the test but 
deliver us from evil. If our sins have deprived us 
of your mercy, we beseech you: send ministers 
who are according to your Heart and through 
the zeal and self-sacrifice may be concerned in 
keeping the souls from sinning, and guide them 
to perfect holiness and salvation. Amen.

-  St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia

ORATIO IMPERATA ON THE COVID-19:
God our Father, we come to you in our need to 
ask your protection against the COVID 19 that has 
disturbed and even claimed lives. We pray that 
you guide the people tasked to find cures for this 
disease and to stem its transmission. Protect the 
medical experts that they may minister to the 
sick with competence and compassion. 

We pray for those afflicted. May they be 
restored to health soon. Protect those who 
care for them. Grant eternal rest to those who 
have died. Give us the grace in this trying time 
to work for the good of all and to help those 
in need. We implore you to stop the spread 
of this virus and to save us from our fears.  

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ 
your Son who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit,  one God, forever and 
ever. Amen.

We fly to Your protection, oh Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our petition in our necessities, 
but deliver us always from all dangers, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin. Amen.

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
St. Rock, pray for us.
St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us
St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.
St. Hannibal Mary, pray for us.

Send, O Lord, holy Apostles into your Church!

Benediction:   TANTUM ERGO

Divine Praises for Vocations:
Blessed be God, Author of Vocations.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord 
of the Harvest.
Blessed be Jesus Christ the Compassionate 
Lord.
Blessed be his Most Sacred Heart, the Merciful.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood, 
who washed our sins.
Blessed be Jesus in the Eucharist 
our spiritual food.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, 
Light of all those who are called.
Blessed be the Great Mother of God, 
Mary Mother of Vocations.
Blessed be her Immaculate Conception, 
the Model of all Priests.
Blessed be the Name of Mary, 
Virgin and Mother of all Missionaries.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption, 
intercessor upon all the Candidates 
to the Consecrated life.
Blessed be St. Joseph, 
Protector of the Universal Church.
Blessed be God, in His Holy Apostles 
and Saints of the Church.

Concluding Hymn


