EUCHARISTIC ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS
57th WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

THEME:
WORDS OF VOCATION – 
GRATITUDE, ENCOURAGEMENT, FATIGUE, PRAISE


Introduction:  Every celebration of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations is a worldwide opportunity to pray and increase the fervor in working for the increase of holy workers today. St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia, the Apostle of Prayer for Vocations, had placed into posterity that famous quotation, “Vocations come from on high; if we do not pray, vocations will not come.” Providentially, the Church, through Pope St. Paul VI, had institutionalized such worldwide concern by establishing the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to be celebrated annually every Fourth Sunday of Easter. Also known as the “Good Shepherd Sunday,” it moves us to heed that urgent need of imploring the Master of the harvest to send us men and women who can help build the Kingdom of God here on earth. For the increase of holy vocations, especially that of priests and religious, is the beginning of the renewal of our society towards – a renewal that makes us reconciled to and be in communion with God and with our neighbor.

For this 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, we are invited to reflect on the theme: “Words of Vocation – Gratitude, Encouragement, Fatigue, Praise.” Pope Francis ushers us to consider our lives as a “boat,” where in experiences we are confronted with rough seas that toss us violently. Even in ministry and service, we are faced with such tensions that can make us ask whether God is sleeping or does not care for us after all. But Jesus himself promised his disciples who were in the boat, frightened and terrified, “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” May the Risen Christ, the Good Shepherd, who continues to strengthen us in our vocation journey, be the focus of our lives, too. May we learn to set our gaze towards Him, knowing that He alone can fulfill our earnest longing to let the Kingdom of real peace, joy, justice, and hope reign in our time.


EUCHARISTIC HYMN:  Bless the Lord, My Soul

Bless the Lord, my soul!
And bless God’s holy name!
Bless the Lord, my soul!
Who leads me into Thine.

Bless the Lord, my soul!
And bless God’s holy name!
Bless the Lord, my soul!
Who leads me into Thine.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

EUCHARISTIC GREETINGS:

Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, you encouraged Peter and the disciples to take courage, for you are the Lord who is in control of everything. Still our hearts which are troubled and restless, so that we, too, may become instruments of peace to those who live troubled lives.
	O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament Divine…
	Glory to the Father…
	Send, O Lord…

Risen Lord Jesus, through the gift of your resurrection, you have given our human dignity a new meaning and made our lives a new creation that is open towards reconciliation and communion with the Father. Make our hearts grateful by reminding us the beauty of the baptismal calling we have received through the power of the Holy Spirit.
O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament Divine…
	Glory to the Father…
	Send, O Lord…

Lord Jesus Christ, font of real hope, thank you for giving us the opportunity to ask the Father to send us holy workers in our troubled times. May we hold dear this sacred charism which the Father has given us by being workers and instruments of unity and communion.
O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament Divine…
	Glory to the Father…
	Send, O Lord…

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION:	My Jesus…

BRIEF SILENCE

Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus to Obtain Good Workers for the Gospel:

2
O most compassionate Jesus,
may our sighs which we raise up to you,
reach your presence.

A great and immense mercy have we come
to ask from you, for the benefit of your Church
and for the salvation of souls:
deign to send holy Priests
in the midst of all the peoples.

O most merciful Jesus,
you have passed the cities of Judea sighing,
and seeing those crowds abandoned
as sheep without a shepherd, you said:
‘The harvest is great, but the workers are few;
pray therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he may send workers to His harvest.’
You are the Lord of the Harvest,
you are the mystical Gardener
who have planted the vineyard of souls
and have watered it with your most Precious Blood.

You have formed your Church as a flowering field, an enclosed garden, in which you like to gather the flowers of holy virtues and the fruits of good works, and these fruits are sweet to your palate.
You have hunger and thirst for souls,
O most sweet Jesus, and your loving Heart
consumes itself for love.
The number of workers of your vineyard
has become scarce!
The good workers in your Church have diminished!
The light of the world has eclipsed.

Hence the people remain in the darkness
of ignorance and sin; hence, the poor souls perish;
hence, Satan devours the prey, 
children are asking for the bread of life,
and there is nobody to break it for them.

O Lord God, be moved to compassion
for such a miserable state in which many cities
and especially many towns of the country,
are reduced for lack of Good Workers
of the Gospel.

Lord of the Harvest, send Holy Workers
to your Harvest!
O Good Shepherd of souls,
send your representatives to save the mystical flock
from the traps of the infernal wolf!
We beseech you ardently
with the words of the prophet Daniel:
‘Show your face on your Sanctuary,
which has become deserted.
Do it for your own sake!’

It is true, O Lord Jesus,
that we do not deserve to be heard;
and that you have no need of us creatures
to be infinitely glorious and happy;
but it is also true that your most loving Heart
pines and worries due to the loss of souls,
and rejoices aand exults when the souls are edified,
sanctified and led to eternal life through Good Workers.
Do it therefore for yourself, that is, 
for the consolation of your most loving Heart:
send Holy Workers to your Harvest.
We ask it of you with those ardent sighs
with which the Prophets and Patriarchs
longed for your coming on earth.
‘Let the clouds of heaven rain down the Just,’ they said,
‘and the earth germinate the Savior.’
And we exclaim with ever more ardent sighs:
‘Let your Divine Heart be opened, O Jesus,
and from it may the good and the holy Workers
come for your Church!

Yes, draw them from the depths of your Sacred Heart,
you who are all powerful to draw Abraham’s sons even from rocks.
Draw them from that burning furnace of charity;
enrich your Church with this great 
and priceless treasure: good Workers.  Amen.


Moments for Personal Reflection – SILENCE

Gospel Reading:  MATTHEW 14:22-33
Then Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and precede him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it was evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once [Jesus] spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how [strong] the wind was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  After they got into the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.”							          - The Gospel of the Lord.

Moments for Personal Reflection – SILENCE

A. GRATITUDE
Reader: An excerpt from the Message of Pope Francis for the 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations: “The first word of vocation, then, is gratitude. Taking the right course is not something we do on our own, nor does it depend solely on the road we choose to travel. How we find fulfilment in life is more than a decision we make as isolated individuals; above all else, it is a response to a call from on high. The Lord points out our destination on the opposite shore and he grants us the courage to board the boat.

Guide:  Let us pray that we may be always grateful to the baptismal grace we have received from the Father. We also pray that the Lord may grant us the courage to respond to His call every day. May we recognize His presence and be able to perceive His passage in our lives.

Hymn #1:  In the Lord, I’ll be ever thankful

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
In the Lord I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices the Lord is near.

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
In the Lord I will rejoice.
Look to God, do not be afraid,
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;
Lift up your voices the Lord is near.

Moments for Personal Reflection – SILENCE

B. ENCOURAGEMENT
Reader:  An excerpt from the Message of Pope Francis for the 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations: “The Lord knows that a fundamental life choice – like marriage or special consecration to his service – calls for courage. He knows the questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the boat of our heart, and so he reassures us: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear!” We know in faith that he is present and comes to meet us, that he is ever at our side even amid stormy seas. 

Guide:  Being unceasingly reassured with Jesus’ encouraging words, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear,” let us pray that we may learn to accept the gift of our vocation with courage and determination. May we open out hearts to welcome Jesus by our side, as we tread along the difficult path of serving others, for the sake of making God’s Kingdom present here on earth.

Hymn #2:  Nada te turbe, Nada te espante (Taize)

Nada te turbe,
nada te espante
quien a Dios tiene
nada le falta
Nada te turbe,
nada te espante
solo Dios basta.

Moments for Personal Reflection – SILENCE

C. FATIGUE
Reader:  An excerpt from the Message of Pope Francis for the 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations:  “The Lord calls us because he wants to enable us, like Peter, to “walk on water”, in other words, to take charge of our lives and place them at the service of the Gospel, in the concrete and everyday ways that he shows us, and specifically in the different forms of lay, priestly and consecrated vocation… Despite our frailty and poverty, faith enables us to walk towards the Risen Lord and to weather every storm.” 

Guide:  Let us pray that, even as our desire and enthusiasm to serve the Lord can be accompanied or coexistent with failings and fear, the Lord may strengthen our faith that enables us to reach out to Him when we feel we are sinking. May we not be overcome by fear and resignation but be embraced by the assurance that in the turbulence we experience in responding to His call, Jesus is there to still those troubles that beset our lives.

Hymn #3:  In Him Alone (Bukas Palad)

In Him alone is our hope
In Him alone is our strength
In Him alone are we justified
In Him alone are we saved

What have we to offer
That does not fade or wither
Can the world ever satisfy
The emptiness in our hearts
In vain we deny

In Him alone is our hope
In Him alone is our strength
In Him alone are we justified
In Him alone are we saved

When will you cease running
In search of hollow meaning
Let His love feed the hunger
In your soul till it overflows
With joy you yearn to know

In Him alone is our hope
In Him alone is our strength
In Him alone are we justified
In Him alone are we saved

Moments for Personal Reflection – SILENCE

D. PRAISE
Reader:  An excerpt from the Message of Pope Francis for the 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations: “Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus is at our side, and if we acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out his hand, take hold of us and save us. Even amid the storm-tossed waters, then, our lives become open to praise. This is the last of our vocation words, and it is an invitation to cultivate the interior disposition of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Grateful that Lord gazed upon her, faithful amid fear and turmoil, she courageously embraced her vocation and made of her life an eternal song of praise to the Lord.”

Guide:  Let us pray that our vocation journey may become a path to render worship and praise of God in our lives. May we learn from Mary, who was grateful to God amidst the plight that she and her people suffered. Through her intercession, may we learn to say, “Fiat” and “Magnificat,” in our vocation journey.

Hymn #4:  Magnificat (Mary’s Canticle – Bukas Palad Version)

Refrain:  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.
My spirit rejoices in God, my Savior,
For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.

From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. (REFRAIN)

He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm and scattered all the proud. (REFRAIN)

He has cast the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away. (REFRAIN)

He has helped his servant Israel and recalled his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to Abraham and all his children forever. (REFRAIN)

Moments for Personal Reflection – SILENCE

Guide:  Gratitude, Encouragement, Fatigue and Praise – these are the words that Jesus himself continues to tell us, whenever we open ourselves to him as we respond to the vocation that the Father gave us. May we learn to take care of the precious vocational grace we have received. May this gift lead us to deepen our faith, hope, and charity that comes from the Lord. Let us now gather our petitions to the Father, as we pray altogether:  We praise and thank you Lord.

All:  We praise and thank you Lord!

Guide:  
- For making us share in the gift of Jesus’ resurrection... 
- For making us share in the eternal life promised by Jesus... 
- For making us share in the wonders of the new creation, established by Jesus... 
- For assuring us, through Jesus’ words: “Do not be afraid...” 
- For teaching us in Christ how to please you in everything we do... 
- For gathering us as Your People through your Word and the Sacraments... 
- For being close to us when we experience peril, frailties, and sufferings... 
- For your divine mercy that saves us from every evil... 
- For your divine mercy that heals us from the wounds of sin and division... 
- For your divine mercy that consoles us when we experience emptiness... 
- For your faithfulness shown in the increase of laborers in the vineyard... 
- For sustaining us through the care of those who hold public office... 
- For your care to the afflicted of the virus through the doctors and nurses...
- For banishing fear and panic through your reassurance 
- For giving us frontliners who help flatten the curve of pandemic in healthcare... 
- For giving us backliners who offer their lives to sustain our daily sustenance 
          and physical well-being. 
- For giving us Mary, as our Mother, who offered praise despite her trials…
- For giving us Saints who serve as our model and guide in following Jesus…

Tantum Ergo / Benediction

Divine Praises for Vocations:
Blessed be God, Author of Vocations.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord of the Harvest.
Blessed be Jesus Christ the Compassionate Lord.
Blessed be his Most Sacred Heart, the Merciful.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood, who washed our sins.
Blessed be Jesus in the Eucharist our spiritual food.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, Light of all those who are called.
Blessed be the Great Mother of God, Mary Mother of Vocations.
Blessed be her Immaculate Conception, the Model of all Priests.
Blessed be the Name of Mary, Virgin and Mother of all Missionaries.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption, intercessor upon all the Candidates to the Consecrated life.
Blessed be St. Joseph, Protector of the Universal Church.
Blessed be God, in His Holy Apostles and Saints of the Church.

Concluding Hymn:  In omnibus amare…


In omibus amare
In omibus servire
In omibus amare et servire Domino
In everything love and serve the Lord




In omibus amare
In omibus servire
In omibus amare et servire Domino
In everything love and serve the lord

In omibus amare
In omibus servire
In omibus amare et servire domino
In everything love and serve the lord

Guide:  St. Hannibal Mary Di Francia…
All:  Pray for us…
Guide:  Send, O Lord…
All:  Holy Apostles into your Church…
Guide:  In the Name of the Father (+), and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
